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Official Statement from American Federation of Government Employees SSA General Committee Regarding Looming Government Shutdown
 
The Union expects Social Security frontline workers to be deemed essential and required to work, without pay, during a shutdown. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_pW3uUOXr]We have a well-documented morale crisis at Social Security, made worse over the past 8 months as we have lost thousands of employees. Delaying our paychecks will make the morale crisis even worse. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_IUxXm9Fh]We are being asked to keep delivering earned benefits while our own financial situations suffer. It doesn’t matter to bill collectors that our employees will be paid “when it ends.” Bills come due, medical crises strike, and children must be fed regardless of whether the government functions. We have been here, serving the American people, for nearly a century, and we deserve to be paid on time.
 
[bookmark: _Int_S6IVKfOZ]We strongly urge a bipartisan agreement that includes increased funding for the Social Security Administration. Any funding increase should be dedicated to right-size staffing in field offices and support offices. Only with enough staff can the Agency provide Americans with the accurate, timely benefits they’ve spent a lifetime earning. 
 
It’s time for Congress to get to work to deliver a win-win for the American people. 
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