Resolution to Save Neighborhood Social Security Offices, Medicare and Medicaid

Whereas, neighborhood Social Security offices and employees have faithfully served the public in communities across the country since 1935,
Whereas Social Security benefits is the best protection against falling into poverty for Americans since its inception in 1935,
Whereas local Social Security offices, staffed with trained civil servants across the nation provides service to millions of Americans each year, in person and by telephone,
Whereas 20 percent of staff in local SSA offices in your community are veterans,
Whereas 9.7 million of Americans receiving Social Security benefits are veterans,
Whereas millions of veterans and their families depend on their monthly checks from Social Security for housing and food,
Whereas older adults are the fastest growing population of homelessness, including thousands of veterans and families,
Whereas more than 11,000 American reach retirement age each day,
Whereas staffing at the Social Security Administration has fallen to a 69 year low while workloads have increased,
Whereas the current Administration has cut staff dramatically to take federal tax dollars from our communities and transfer those dollars to billionaires by reducing their taxes,
Whereas cutting costs leads to closing neighborhood Social Security offices, 
Whereas millions of American depend on nearby offices for filing for benefits, resolving problems with payments, work records, generating Social Security Numbers, providing replacement SSN cards, income and award letters and applications for retirement, disability and Supplemental Security Income,
Whereas more than 79 million Americans receive Medicaid and the U.S. House budget resolution in 2025 plans steep cuts to provide tax breaks for the 1%, 
Whereas Medicare serves more than 68 million Americans and is targeted for cuts by the current Administration, to cut taxes on the richest Americans,

Whereas the SSA database, that contains personal information regarding over 580 million individuals who have been issues Social Security Numbers since the program’s 1936 inception, has been compromised and misused jeopardizing the privacy of millions of Americans,

Whereas, when SSA does decide to hire employees and increase staffing, frequently it assigns the staff to functions that are not related to claims taking, claims processing and claims adjuduicating,

Therefore,
Be it resolved that this body commits to opposing closing local Social Security offices, and staffing cuts, 
Be it further resolved that this body supports robust staffing and local office facilities to serve the public in a timely manner in this community and all communities across the state and nation,
Be it further resolved that this body will oppose state and federal cuts in Medicaid, Medicare and Social Security benefits,
Be it further resolved that this body will support House Bills, “Keeping Our field Offices Open Act” (HR 1876), “Protecting Americans Social Security Data Act” (HR 1877), “The Social Security Expansion Act” (HR 1700) and “The Maintain Access to Vital Social Security Services Act” (HR 7228)
Be it further resolved that this body will support Senate Bills, “The Social Security Expansion Act (S 770) and Keep Billionaires Out of Social Security Act (S 2763)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Be it further resolved that this body will support the Social Security Customer Service Act (HR 8190) that will restore Social Security administrative staff to 01/19/2025 levels and require that 75% of new hires will be assigned to direct customer service and 25% to managerial or administrative support.
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